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(Continued from Page 57.) 


N Abyflinia, the rainy feafon generally puts an end to the 
active partof war, as every one retires then to towns and 
villages to {creen themfelves from the inclemency of the climate, 
deluged now with daily rain. The foldier, the hufbandman, and, 
above all, the women, dedicate this feafon to continued feftivity 
and riot, Thefe villages and towns are always placed upon the 
higheft mountains ; the valleys that intervene are foon divided by 
Jarge and rapid torrents. Every hollow foot-path becomes a 
ftream, and the valleys between the hills become fo miry as not to 
bear a horfe; the waters, both deep and’ violent, are too apt to 
fhift their direction to fuffer any one on foot to pafs fafely. Alt 
this ‘feafon, and this alone, people fleep in their houfes in fafety ; 
their lances and fhields are hung up on the fides of their hall, and 
the faddles and bridles taken off their horfes ; for in Abyffinia, at 
other times, the horfes are always bridled, and are accuftomed to 
eat and drink with this incumbrance. The.Court, and the prin- 
cipal officers of government, retire to the capital, and there admi- 
nifter juftice, make alliances; and prepare the neceflary funds and 
armaments, which the prefent exigencies of the State require on 
the return of fair weather. 
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The Abyflinians are every one of, them fearful of the night, 
unwilling to travel, and, above all; to fightin that feafon, when 
they imagine the world is in poffeffion of certain genii averfe 
to intercourfe with men, and very vindictive if even by accident 
they are ruffled or put out of theit way by their interference. 
This, indeed, is carried to fo great a height, that no man will ven- 
ture to throw water out of a bafon upon the ground, for fear that, 
in everfo {malla {pace the water fhould have to tall, the dignity of 
fome elf or fairy might be violated. 

The Moors have none of thefe apprehenfions, and are accuf- 
fomed in the Ways of trade to travél at all hours, forictiizies from 
neceflity, but often from choice,. ta avoid theheat. “Uhey laugh, 
moreover, at the ‘fuperftition- of the Abyffirtians, and not un- 
frequently avail themfelves of them. A verfe of the Koran, 
fewed up in leather, and tied round their necks or their arms, 
fecures them from all thefe incorporeal enemies; and, from this 
known advantage, if other circutmttances are: fa¥ourable, they 
never fail to fight.the Abyéfinians .at or before the dawn of: the 
morning, for in this‘country there is no twilight. at 

It is the conftant practice in Abyffinia to befet the King’s doors 
and windows within-his. heating, arid there, from carly morning 
to night, to cry for juftice as loud as poffible, in a diftreffed and 
complaining tone, and-in all the different-languages they are 
matters of, in order to their being admitted to have their fuppoted 
grievances heard, 

In a.country fo illgoverned a3 Abyfinia is, and fo perpetually 
mwvolved in war, it may be eafily fuppofed there is no wantot 
people-who -have real injuries and'violence to complain of; but 
if it were hot fo; this-is fo much the conftant ufage, that when it 
happens (as inthe midit of the rainy feafon), few people canap- 
proach the capital, er ftand without in fuch bad weather; a fet 
of vagrants: are provided, maintained, and paid, whofe fole bufi- 
Hels it is to cry, and lament, as if they had been really very much 
injured and gpprefled ; and this they tell you is for the King’s 
honour, that he may not be lonely by the palace being too quict. 
>This, of all. their abfurd cuftoms, was the moft grievous and 

troubleiome to Mr. Bruce. Sometitues, while’ Mr. Bruce was 
bufy in his room in the rainy feafon, there would be four or five 
hundred peuple, whoall at once would begin, fome roaring and 
Crying, as if they were then in pain; others demanding juttice, 
asif they were. that moment fuftering, or if in the inftant tobe 
put to death ; and fome groatiing and tobbing, as if juft expiring 5 
and 
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night and this horrid fymphany. was fo artfully performed, that no ear 
when could diftinguifh but what it proccéded fromy real diftrefs. “Mr. 
averke Bruce was often fo furprized as to fend the foldiers at the doorto 
cident bring: in one of them, thinking him come from the country, tQ 
ence examine who had injured him; ‘many a time he was a fervant of 
ag hig own, or fome other equally known 3 Or; if A was a ftranget, 
shee upon afking him what misfortufle had befallen him, he would 
ty of anlwer very compotedly, nothing was the matter with him 5 that 
he had been fleepingall the day with the‘horfes; that hearing 
oul from the foldiers at the door, that he (Mr. Bruce) was retired to 
From his apartment, he and his companions had come to cry and make 
ar anoife under his window, to do him honour before the people, for 
~ fear he fhould be melancholy by being too quiet when alone; apd 
Paw therefore hoped that he would order | them drink, that they might 
og continue with a little more fpirit. 4 he violent anger which this 
this often put him into, did not fail to be punctually reported to the 
hey King, at which he would laugh heartily 5 and he himielf was 
the often hid not far off, for the fake of being a fpectator of his heavy 
difpleature. 

7 The topography of the two great branches of the Nile has 

nd been: fo laborioully illuftrated by Niebuhr, not to mention 
fe Pococke or other travellers, that only a few detached remarks 
ad could be expected from Mr. Bruce. One meteorological ob- 
: fervation deferves to be felected. From the Mediterranean he 
y faw anuinber of thin, white clouds moving with great rapidity 
“4 from fouth to north, in direct oppolition to the courfe of the 
t Etefian winds: Thefe clouds were immenfely high. He thought 
t it evident that they came from the mountains of Abyflinia, 
j where, having difcharged their weight of rain, and being prefied 
by the lower current of heavier air from the north, they returned 
toreftore the equilibrium to the northward, whence they were 
tocome back loaded with vapour from Mount Taurus, to oc- 
| +  cafionthe overflowing of the Nile by breaking againft the high 
gad rugged mountains of the fouth. The motion of different 
{trata of air in contrary directions cannot indeed be doubted. 





But it docs not feem fo eafy to underftand why Mount Taurus 
fhould be taxedto fupply the Abyflinian mountains with rain, 
nor how the dafhing of clouds againit the high mountains of the 
fouth, fhould fhake the rain out of them. Whenever the caufesy 
as yet fo little underftood, which precipitate the humidity of the 
atinofphere, exert, their action, the air of the Abyfinian or other 
K 2 mountains, 
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mountains, from whatever quarter it may come, will fupply water 
for the formation of clouds and rain. Mr. Bruce appears to 
confider clouds as bags or fponges filled with vapour at Mount 
‘Taurus, to be emptied or fqueezed out in Abyflinia, and then to 
be returned for a frefh fupply. He did not, perhaps, himfelf trace 
out this analogy completely; but it is involved in his theory, 
which is better calculated to pleafe the imagination at the firft 
glance, by anair of plaufibility, than to bear a careful examination, 


The antiquities of Cairo difappointed his expectations, and 
attracted little of his notice. Of the origin of the pyramids he 
has ftarted a new opinion. He declares them not to have been 
piled up by the labour of architecture, but. to have been hewn 
out of rocks, ftanding onthe fpot. But the reader will defire 
to hear him on this fubject himfelf : 


“ I think it more extraordinary ftill that, for fuch a time as 
thefe pyram‘ds have been known, travellers were content rather to 
follow the report of the ancients than to make ufe of their own 
eyes. 

Vet it has beena conftant belief that the ftones compofing 
thefe pyramids have been brought from the Libyan mountains, 
though any one who will take the pains to remove the fand on the 
fouth fide will find the folid rock there hewn into fteps. 

Andin the roof of the large chamber, where the farcophagus 
ftands, as alfointhe top of the roof of the gallery, as you go up 
into the chamber, you fee large fragments of the rock, affording 
an unanfwerable proof that thofe pyramids were once huge rocks, 
ftanding where they now are; that fome of them, the moft pro- 
per from their form, were chofen for the body of the pyramid, 
and the others hewn into {teps, to ferve for the fuper{tructure and 
the exterior parts of them.” 


The pyramids, we mean the three great pyrainids of Geeza, 
are of foft calcaredus ftone, containing many fragments of 
thells. Such alfo is the rock on which they reft. By the fide 
of the third only: there are fome picces of granite, but not fuffi- 
cient to face it. ‘Thefe circumftances, feem rather favourable to 
Mr. Bruce’s ideas. Yet the teftimony of Herodotus mutt be 
weighed ayainft them; and the Danith traveller examined the out- 
fide of thefe immenfe ftru€tures with great care, and climbed to 
the fumnutof one of them, without cntertaining any. fuch dufpi- 
cion 4 
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cion; and we need not infift upon the temptation of a new 


hypothelis. 
Armed with the recommendations we have mentioned, and 


his own refolution, a paffport more effectual than them all, our 
traveller embarks on the Nile for Upper Egypt, on board a 
canja, a veffel of peculiar conftruction, and well adapted to the 
navigation of that river. “Iwo immenfe fails (the main-fail 

dis 200 feet in length), diftended with the Etefian winds, 
impel it at the rate of eight miles an hour again(t a ftream that 
runs fix. The keel is not ftraight, but a portion of a parabola, 
whofe curve is almoit infenfible to the eye ; hence in the fhal- 
lows the keel, where the curve is greateft, {trikes againft the 
fand and is fait, while the reft of the veflel is afloat, * fo that 
by the help of oars and the affiftance of the ftream, furling 
your fails, you get eafily off; whereas was the keel ftraight, and 
the veflel going with the preffure of that immenfe main-{ail, you 
would be fo fait upon the bank as to liethere like a wreck for 
ever.” In defcending, the mafts are taken out,. and the canja 
goes with thecurrent. Such contrivances as thele, which fhew 
how invention has been fharpened by neceifity, and that the 
human mind can exert its powers even under the oppreffion of a 
defpotic government, are worthy of the notice of every judicious 
traveller. 

Other. travellers have defcribed the earthen-ware rafts of the 
Nile. ‘To fome readers the following account of a peculiar 
method of fifhing may be amufing. After failing about two 
miles from Metrahenny, he faw three men fifhing in.a very ex- 
traordinary manner. [hey were ona raft of palm branches, 
fupported on a float of clay jars, made fait together. The form 
was like an ifofceles triangle, or face of a pyramid; two men, 
each provided with a caiting net, {tood at two of the corners, and 
threw their net into the ftream together ; the third {tood at the 
apex of the triangle, or third corner, which was foremoit, and 
threw his net the moment the other two drew their’s out of the 
water ; and this they repeated with furprifing regularity, and in 
perfect time. 

In his. progrefs he pafles by numerous villages, all furrounded 
with palms, verdant and pleafant, but conveying an idea of fame- 
nefs,fuch as every traveller mutt have felt who has failed in the 
muddy, placid, green-banked rivers of Holland. Higher up he 
faw plantations of the fugar-cane, and a narrow {tripe of wheat, 
accompanied the courfe of the river. We pals over fome un- 
intcrefting 
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interefting anecdotes of the cowardice and yanity of the Egyp-, 
tian watermen. At Dendera, lat. 26’ 10”, * aplace that would 


have given more fatisfaction than al]. Upper Egypt,’, thopgh 


it was miffed by Norden, our traveller meets with magnificent’ 


ruins of a temple, ¢ which ftrike and impofe upon youat firit. 


fight, but the impreffions are like thofe; made by the fize of, 


mountains, which the mind does not retain any confiderable; 
time after feeing them.’ Of hieroglyphics thereare here fuch 
abundance, that a very ready hand might fpend fix manths be-. 
forehe could copy them ; and they are in feyeral combinations, 
which have not yet appeared in the collection of hiereglyphics..- 
We lament ¢ that it was no part of Mr. Bruce’s plan or in- 
clination to enter into the detail of this extraordinary archi- 
tecture.” At the ruins of ancient Thebes his attention is firt 
engaged by Shaamyand Taamy, twocoloflal figures in a fitting 
poiture, of which one has a very remarkable head-drefs, which 
can be compared to nothing but a tie-wig, fuch as is-worn in 
theprefent day. The ftatues were probably Nilometers; the 
Greek and Latin infcriptions with which they are covered feem 
tobe the teftimonies of thofe who had heard Memnon’s ftatue 
utter the found it was faid to do upon being ftruck by the rays of 
the fun. ; 
Of the hieroglyphics found inthe remains of the four prodi-, 
gious temples here, he obferves that he could never make the 
number amount to above 514; whence he concludes that they 
could never be an entire language, for no language could be 
comprehended in 500 words; nor could they be letters, as fuch 
analphabet would be too large; yet he objects to himéelf that: 
the Chinefe have more than 500 letters in ufe; * but who,’. 
jays he; * underftands the Chinefe ?”” But it may begemarked, 
thatit is the character of unformed and barbarous languages tobe 
deficient in words. Cicero and Lucretius found this to be the 
cafe with the Latin in comparifon with the Greek; and it is 
eafy to perceive that each of thefe hieroglyphics might have{e- 
veral diftin& meanings; and fo 500 figns might exprefs alinoit 
5000 things: Thus the form of alion might exprefs a particular 
animal, align of the zodiac, amonth of the year, and two or 
three moral qualities, as courage, ferocioufnefs, &c. The 
meaning would be determined by the context, though much 
ambiguity neceflarily accompanies this hieroglyphical mode of 
writing. 
‘The... 
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The mountains above or behind Thebes are hollowed out 
jnto numberlefs caverns ; and robbers, who’ much refemble our 
gypfies, live in the holes of the mountains above Thebes 5 and 
z thefe mountains an hundred, it is faid, are excavated into fe- 
pulchral anda variety of other apartrnents: The mouths of thefe 
he regards as the hundred gates of Homer’s Thebes. Mr, Bruce 
went through feven of them, of which he defcribes the ftruc- 
ture and highly finifhed. ornaments.’ He gives us two drawings 
of harps fo elegant in their form.and clearly expreffed in the 
detail of their parts; as to argue great perfection in the art of 
mufic; and the painting is faid to be fuch as our fign-pofts ex- 
hibit. Mr. Bruce looks upon thefe harps as the Theban harps 
in ufe in the times of *Sefoftris ; and he confiders them as an in- 
conteftible proof, were they the only monuments remaining, 
that every art neceflary tothe conftruction, ornament, and ufe ot 
this inftrument. was in the higheft perfection. Other arts were 
confiderably advanced. The method of hewing the hardett 
ftones, * with the greateft eafe,” was practifed,.asi thefe fubterra- 
nean caverns and their hieroglyphics atteft. 


(Io be -cotinued.) 





An ANE COD OT E. 


HE following may be depended on asa fact.--A journey- 

& > man thip-carver, for the fake of the bounty, informed'the 
other day againft a brother journeyman of the fame trade, who 
worked in the fame fhop. The Lieutenant accordingly went, 
and found the perfon infermed againft, in a neatlittle room in 
Wapping, at dinner with his wife and eight children, the eldeft os 
whom was not more than twelve years old. Struck with the 
fight, and having what is not common to men employcd on that 
fervice a feeling heart, he defired the carver to eat -his dinner, 
for no harm fhould happen to him, and when he had finifhed, ta 
ftep down ftairs. “The man accordingly finifhed his dinner, and 
went to the Lieutenant, who told him, that he had been informed 
again{ft by a young fellow who was a brother chip, and to him he 
meant now to pay a vifit, defiring the other to accompany him. 
When the Lieutenant came to the informer, he afked him how 
he could inform againift 4 man who had fo large a family to fup- 
ort? and before he could reply, faid, “ But my good fellow, as 
fhall not take this induftrious man fromrhis children, yet a man 
1 muit 
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I muft have in his room, and as you are unmarried, and have been 
at fea, I muft infift.on your taking the fituation you intended for 
him ;” and fo faying, he gave the informing money to the married 
man, and took the other with him on board the tender, with the 
approbation of every perfon who has heard the ftory. 





THE LOOKER-ON. 
NUMBER XXXvV. 


‘© But to turn tail, or run away, 

** And without blows give up the day, 

** Orto furrender ere the affault, 

** That’s no man’s fortune, but his fault ; 
** And renders men of honour lefs 

* Than all the adverfity of fuccefs.’® 


But ver’s HuDIsRASe 


Mr LOOKER-=ON, 
SIR, 
wrens to rank myfelf among the firft of your corres 
{pondents, I have fent a number for your paper, by prints 


ing which immediately you will oblige, 
Your’s, &c. 


G. L. . 


To all thofe who are, or may hereafter be, of this difpofition, 
J addrefs the following fable. 


Th BEAR and the WOLF; 
A. ft 6B hile 


HE, who when danger is not near 
Talks moft of courage without fear, 
Is fure, when there is need to fight, 
To feck his fafety by a flight. 

A growling bear of fuch a caft, 

As o’er a defart wild he paft, 

Had join’d a wolf, and they agreed 
‘Together onward to proceed, 
And if attack’d by man or beaft 
To make a good defence, at leaft 
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To do the utmoft that they could, 
And fight to the lafé drop of blood. 

Now as they journey’d on, the bear 
Talk’d much of courage, and of fear, 
And of his feats, what he had done ; 

Tho’ when or where was known to none; 

And what he’d do, if there was need, 

Not by word only, but by deed. 

Of this he talk’d fo loud and long, 

‘That the poor wolf muft hold his tongue ; 

Or if he did put in a word, 

Bruin ne’er ftopp’d, but would be heard. 

‘The wolf now thought, and well he might, 

‘The bear, as well as ipeak, could fight ; 

And therefore judg’d, they two together 

Could well withftand both foe or weather. 
Nowas they jogg’d along the way, 

Juft at the cloting of the day, 

‘Lhe-wolf perceiv’d approaching war, 

And view’d the enemy afar. 

“ Now (lays the wolf), my good friend Bruin, 

“¢ If we fhould run there’s certain ruin, 

«“ But, if we ftand and bravely face ’em; 


' © Who knows but we may tightly lace ’em ? 


«“ And as you are fo very ftout, 

¢ And bold withal, I make no doubt 
« But we fhall, if we bravely fight, 

“ Preferve ourfelves, and feaft at night.” 
Thus faid, the wolf, and now drew near 
A cry of dogs train’d up for war. ' 
Bruin, perceiving that the foe 

Puth’d onas faft as they could go, 

Had no great ftomach for the fight, 
Tho’ juit before he’d told his might, 
And happening by chance to fee 

Juit by his fide a fheltering tree, 

He forthwith mounted with all fpeed, 
And left his friend in time of need. 
The wolf, perceiving that the bear 

Had turn’d tail with the greateft fear,’ 
Determin’d bravely to engage, 

And by himfelf the war to wage. 


Lal 
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The dogs, who knew with nicef 
How to attack a wolf or bear, 
Approach’d, and all fides on him fet ; 

If he turn’d this way, or turn’d that, 

Still he was fure the foe to find, 

And all determin’d, of one mind, 

That they would, ’ere they left the place, 
Kill the poor wolf and his feth tafte ; 

But by the wolf’s fuperior ftrength, 

And valour too, the dogs at length 

With lofs were fore’d to quit the field, 
And to fuperior courage yield ; 

Leaving behind in their retreat 


care 


One half their friends, fufficient meat 
For ten well-hunger’d wolves to eat. 
The bear, who from the lofty tree 

The battle and the rout did fee, 

Now finding that the coaft was clear, 
Came down, and without any fear, 

Cry’d out, with much courageous might, 
«“ Where are the dogs---I want to fight. 
“ See how they run, they’re all afraid ; 

«“ Zounds we'll not leave ’em till they’re dead 5 
We'll kill as many as we can, 

“ And after eat up ev’ry one.” 

Thus faid the bear ; but the wolf thought 
That as friend Bruin had not fought, 

But left him when he wanted care, 


a 


He had no right to eat the fare ; 

And therefore thus addrefs’d the bear : 

“ He, who deferts his friend thro’ fear, 

“ And flies when there is danger near; « 
“ Who freely of his-own accord, 

“ Pawns both his honour and his word, 
“ Bravely to ftand by, and defend 

“ From ev’ry daring foe his friend ; 

“© And then forfake his word, and fly, 

“ And leave that friend for him to-die ; 
“ Deferves the utmoft fcorn from all 

“ Who've heard the crime or ever fhall ; 
“ Deferves to be turn’d out at leaft 

“ From thefociety of beatts ; 
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« And driven from ev’ry habitation, 

“ Into fome land of defolation ; 

“© An exile from his native place 

“ With public odium and difgrace 5 

“ There to be left to ev’ry woe 

“ Which fuch a deed can’t fail to fhow.” 





Ovigin of a feftive Cuftom at Helftone enquired after. 
Fo the -P RJ N:-T. E.R. 
SIR, 


T Helftone, a genteel and populous borough town in Corn 
wall, it is cuftomary to dedicate the 8th of May to revelry 
(feltive mirth, not loofe jollity). Itis called the Furry day, fup- 
pofed Flora’s day ; not, I imagine, as many have thought, in 
remembrance of fome feftival inftituted in honour of that god- 
defs, but rather from the garlands commonly worn on that day. 
In the morning, very early, fome troublefome rogues go round 
the ftreets with drums, or other noify inftruments, difturbing 
their fuber neighbours, and finging parts of a fong, the whole of 
which nobody now recolleéts, and of whichI know -no more 
than that there is a mention in it of the “ grey goofe quill,” and 
of going to the “* green wood to bring home the fummer and the 
May-o;” and, accordingly, hawthorn flowering branches are 
worn in hats. 

The commonalty make it a general holiday; and, if they 
find any perfon at work, make him ride or a pole, carricd on men’s 
fhoulders, to the river, over which he is to leap in a wide place, if 
he can; if he cannot, he mutt leap in, for leap he muft, or pay 
money. About nine o’clock they appear before the {chool, and 
demand holiday for the Latin boys, which is invariably granted 5 
after which they collect money from houfe to houfe. 

About the middle of the day they collect together to dance 
hand-in-hand round the ftreets, to the found of the fiddle, playing 
a particular tune, which they continue to do till it isdark, “This 
is called a “ Faddy.” In the afternoon, the gentility go to fome 
farm-houfe in the neighbourhood to drink tea, fyllabub, &c. and 
return ina morrice-dance to the town, where they forma Faddy, 
and dance through the {treets till it is dark, claiming a right of 
going through any perfon’s houfe in at one door, and out at the 
. L 2 other, 
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other. And hereit formerly ufed to end, and the company of all 


kinds to difperfe quietly to their feveral habitations ; but latterly 


corruptions have in this, as in other matters, crept in by de- 
Orees. 

The ladies of this town have long been celebrated for their 
charms: And the beaux, being unwilling to loofe the pleafure of 
contemplating fuch an affemblage of them fo early, now conduct 
their partners (who areall elegantly drefled in white muflins) to 
the ball room, where they continue their dance till fupper-time, 
after which they all Faddy it out of the houfe, breaking off by 
degrees to their refpective houfes. The mobility imitate their 
fuperiors, and alfo adjourn to the feveral public-houfes, where they 
continue their dance till midnight. It is, upon the whole, a very 
feftive, jovial, and withall fo fober, and, I believe, fingular cuttom : 
And any attempt to fearch out the original of it, inferted in one 
of your future Entertainers, will very much pleafe and gratify, 

Yours’, &c. 


DURGAN. 





The HISTORY of the SECOND USHER. 
ACOMIC TALE. 


[From the Adventures of John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancafter, by 
James White, Efg. Author of Ear! Strongbow, &c.] 


(Continued from Page 62.) 


Was preparing to reply, as well as the ftate of things would 
permit, (having aflembled no matter for this unexpected oc- 
cafion) when the found of divers inftruments, and of human 
melody, affailed our aftonifhed ears. We rode further into the 
foreft, where our cars were foon attracted by the voice of dulcet 
harmony. We rode up tothe place from which the founds feemed 
to iflue ; and there beheld a troop of damfels exquifitely fair. 
They fat upon a fhaded bank, which overhung a tranilucent rivu- 
let. Kefide them lay various viands ; alfo inftruments of mufic, 
with which ever and anon they made the foreft fweetly echo. We 
faluted them in courteous itrain, which they returned by an in- 
vitation to par take of theirrepaft. With this we willingly com- 
plied; for our appetites were prodigioufly keen, and we moft 
earncilly withed to gratify them with fome delicate refreth- 
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ments: they gave us to drink of a certain delicious wine, of 
which they had three flaggons, and appeafed our keen hunger 
with meats and confections of the moft favoury compofition. 

Our banquet finifhed, the damfels fung witha grace almoft di- 
vine, very {kilfully accompanying their voices with their inftra- 
ments. [hen one of them who was named Mirandora the de- 
lightful, accofted us in thefe words: You muft know, courteous 
ftrangers, that four of us are daughters to a venerable Earl, who 
dwells in a caftle near at hand, and that thefe other damfels are 
our. kinfwomen. We mect once a month (on this day, oh 
ftrangers) to improve ourfelves in melody. Each of us can play 
well on fome inftrument of mufic; infomuch that we forma con- 
cert which is in no wife contemptible. ‘Thus fpake the damfel 
Mirandora. 

By this time (ftrange to tell!) the delicious liquor that we had 
uated began to operate upon our fenfes in a new and unheard-of 
manner. 

The wine which they had given us now affected our fenfes with 
afudden and irrefiftible propenfity to fleep. Without any previous 
dozing, and even without a nod, we funk down upon the grafly 
bank, nor awoke but to admire at and lament our fituation. For 
we found ourfelves in a wilder and more remote part of the foreft, 
difarmed, and encompafled by a numerous crew of ca’tiffs, who 
informed us that we mutt repair to the pavilion of fate, and be pre- 
fented to the patriarch. 

Conceive, our furprize, our indignation. We curfed in our 
hearts Mirandora the delightful, and her perfidious kinfwomen. 
Neverthelefs, as to endeavour to refiit a band of robbers, un- 
armed and outnumbered, as we were, would have borne more 
refemblance to infanity than to valour, we arofe, and were con- 
ducted to a valt wooden editice of a rude conftruétion, which 
they called the pavilion of the patriarch. Around it, at a little 
diftance, lay many other habitations, inferior in magnitude, and 
of meaner materials. ‘hey were of mud, thatched with rufhes. 
Here dwelt a mixt multitude of knights and fquires, dames, dam- 
fels, ufhers, monks, and clergy fecular: all thefe, like ourfelves, 
had been trepanned. Beyond thefe were huts, in every quarter, 
which formed a receptacle for the freebocters themfelves, who, 
alternately took care that none efcaped from this captivity. 

Ere long the patriarch, as they termed him, appeared: a robber 
full of days and of no unvenerable afpect. He fat down ina 
great chair of ftraw-work ; on either fide ftood a refpectful row of 
caitiffs, 
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caitiffs, who acknowledged him for their chieftain, and confidered 
his commands as laws, His complexion was yet frefh, his eyes 
brilliant; while his beard, whieh was of 2 beauteous grey, grew 
unviolated by. the fheers, overfhadowing his bofom majettically, 
He faluted us with a courteous air, and in fpeech of no vulgar 
accent : for in the progrefs of his life he had converfed with much 
good company. 

[Here it is neceflary to inform our readers that this extraordi- 
nary perfonage had alfo taken captive, the Prince of Wales, 
Johu of Gaunt, Duke of Lancafter, the Duke of Gloucefter, 
the illuftrious Geoffrey Chaucer, Owen of Glendower, Lord 
Fitzwarrene, Lady Barberina, Lady Florinda, Lady Philippa, &c.} 

The patriarch thus addreffed the royal brothers : 

“ Jiluftrious knights, (for fuch ye feem to be) lament not that 
you are now in fubjeétion to my authority. You behold in us no 
fancuinary freebooters ; your perfons are here fafe, and if you can 
but aflimilate your inclination to our’s, your condition fhall be far 
from unhappy. Thofe knights and gentlewomen, who wander 
up and down within the precincts of this abode, were once tra- 
veilers, like you; but have wiiely fubmitted with chearfulneis to 
their lot, and now live with us in eafe and unembittered felicity. 

“ Miitake me not I befeech you, with refpect to what I have 
uttered. Our’s, though we are but robbers, is no brutal ftate of 
pleafure. Here all things are conducted with an enviable deco- 
run: my followers obey me, as if one great family, of which 
{ was the father and the prince, - Any outrage, the moft minute, 
would here be punifhed on the inftant. For know, illuftrious 
knights, that plunder alone is not our object: we feek it but 
as to be fubfervient to our great defign, which is to tra- 
vel through mortal life by the paths of innoxious pleafure ; yet 
to banifh irkfome famenefs by a well-devifed variety, For this 

end, we employ thefe damfels, who fo lately entertained you, to 
warble in the wood, as a decoy to the curious paflenger. [Here 
we looked at one another and blufhed for our difgrace.] Since the 
primary eftablifhment of our empire in this foreft, (which is yet 
but of recent date) we have fucceeded not indifterently, as, doubt- 
lefs, you perceived, as you approached this pavilion, 

© [ am called, by way cf eminence and honour, the patriarch, 
It is mine to invent and regulate the diverfions of the day ; for 
here no day is fuffered to pafs away without diverfions : our booty 
furnifhes the feat ; and the fong and the dance are not forgotten. 
When the heavens are ferene, we walk in thefe fhady groves, or 
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repofe beneath fome oak, or exercife our art in enfnaring the in- 
habitants of theairandthe water. But if clouds obfcure the fky, 
and the inclemency of the feafon imprifon us within doors, we 
aflemble in this vaft pavilion, where we faunter up and down in 
feparate parties to convérfe, or fummon mufic to our aid, or forma 
{lent circle around an ample fire, and liften to a reverend Carme- 
lite, who can read, and who delights our eager ears by the recital of 
fome volume, replete with wondrous magic, and with adventures 
of love and chivalry. 

“ This too is our hall, where we partake of cheering viands. 
A meflenger gives notice at the ftated hour: but our principal 
banquet isa little before funfet. ‘This over, the muficians awake 
their various inftruments, and the youthful ftand forth for the 
dance. Meanwhile I fit by and obferve them, or difcourfe with 
fome whofe age is not unfuitable to mine. ‘Then it is that the 
graceful and the active difplay their abilities to pleafe : nothing 
that is indecorous or unknightly is known amongit them: even if 
any were difpofed to infringe the laws of decency, the fanction of 
my prefence is {ufficient to reftrain them. At midnight (for 
I never indulge them beyond that hour, having a fatherly regard 
for the health of the dames and damfels) they retire to their re- 
fpective’ dwellings. For as foon as each arrives, and becomes a 
member of this community, a convenient cabin is erected for 
him or her, and none may interfere with the habitation of another. 

«“ In this manner we live. It is my recreation, my fole blifs, to 
be in conftant fociety, to ftudy the various characters that my 
followers bring in, and to enjoy a virtuous fcene of unremitted 
feftivity. My companions may be happy if they will: for them, 
as for myfelf, are my meditations employed in the providing for 
new enjoyments : all I afk of them, in return, is to be contented, 
‘Yo mumur in this retreat, is as unprofitable as it is ungrateful : 
they cannot depart from me ;_ the barriers are infurmountable.” 

‘Thus fpake this extraordinary caitiff. It was now near the 
time of fun-fetting, and the feveral individuals who compofed this 
fociety had repaired from their huts to the pavilion. ‘There the 
banquet awaited them. ‘The patriarch being informed that the 
viands were ferved up, arofe, and made a fign to us to follow Kim. 
We obeyed. Ashe entered the hall, he received, with a gracious 
air, the congratulations of the many, on the valuable acquifition 
he had made in our captivity. He then took his feat at the upper 
end of the table: the reft, with a polite unconcern, fat dows as 
chance directed them. 
(To be continued.) 
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companied byaletter from the King, which might exprefs his 
Majefty’s inclination to rélyon the information of the National the 
Aflembly ; and as this letter made a part of my opinion, the copy 
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Openion of M. Necker, relative to the Decree of the Na- I 
tional Affembly of France concerning Titles, Names, and . i 
Armorial Bearings. * 

| a is fpread abroad that I expreffed my opinion in the Council as 
againft the accepting the decree of the National Affembly re- re 

lative to titles, names, and armorial bearings. Itis fit thatI ‘ ‘ 
fhould make known the fimple truth : I was of opinion, and that sh 
very ftrongly, that the King before he accepted the decree, fhould ai 
fend fome obfervations to the National Affembly; and as I fhall aii 
never fear the publicity of my actions and thoughts, I make ufe Pi 
of the King’s permiffion in having thofe obfervations printed che 
accordingly as 1 had given the plan of them, and I determine on 1 
this the more willingly as the National Affembly has juft charged ia 
.its Committee of the Conftitution to propofe to it fome ex- del 
planations on this very decree. on 
Iwas befides of opinion that the obfervations fhould beac pe 





be found at the end of thefe obfervations. I may have Ie 

been miftaken, and I ought to think that I have, fince my advice e 

was not adopted; butI greatly prefer laying my error, if Ihave 3 
committed one, open to the judgments of all, to fuffering a vague 

fubject of reproach to fubfitt, which with the affiftance of malice ha 
would be daily rumoured abroad by the falfe interpretations to 

which it would be liable. Iam fure of the purity of my inten- ne 

tions, lam equally fo of my attachment to the conftitution and is 

the true interefts of the people, and thefe fentiments on which is rm 

my reliance, will always induce me to act with the moft perfect es 

opennefs, g1 

(Signed) NECKER, th 

di 

th 

The INTENDED OBSERVATIONS. : 

WHEN the general good requires it, it is often neceflary to im- t! 

pofe facrifices on fome particular order of citizens; yet even thofe f 

facrifices fhould be exaéted with care and circumfpeétion ; fo u 

dangerous it is to infringe in any point the rights which pofleffion h 

gives, or to make any attempt on the ordinary regulations of c 
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If fuch be the rigour of the principles which regulate the order 
of fociety, there is aftill ftronger reafon not to require facrifices 
from which no real advantage will arife to any. 

When one part of fociety loft thofe privileges which it enjoyed 
by the divifion of the impofts ; when the extent of its fevenues 
regulated the proportion of its contribution to the public expences, 
thofe new regulations, though prejudicial to fome, were ftill fa- 
vourable to the majority. . 

When the abolition of the feudal rights was ordered; rights 
which confiited in a degree of flavery, and which fubjected to 
painful or humiliating obligations, the moft numerous part of the 
citizens, the advantages of the whole became again the refult of 
the lofles fuftained by a part. 

When the road to offices and employments was laid open to 
every Frenchman, the nation, without doubt, gained by the 
deftruétion of thofe barriers which fet boundaries to hope and to 
ambition, and which circumfcribed to one order of fociety the 
mott ufeful prerogatives and the moft enviable employments. 

In fine, when laying afide all diftinétions the inhabitants of 
the kingdom were called to concur in forming national and 
legiflative affemblies, an equal participation of the moft valuable 
political rights took place of the ancient inequality, and the re- 
gret of fome was balanced by the univerfal fatisfactton of the 
citizens of the whole empire. 

It is then with reafon and juftice that thofe diverfe inftitutions 
have been confidered as laws both popular and patriotic. 

Is itthe fame with the decree relative to titles, names, and 
arms? To judge of this, we muft examine whether the ¢om- 
monalty, that numerous part of the nation, have any intereft 
in the regulation of the new law. This intereft is not per- 
ceived, for it is not the people who can be jealous of the honorary 
gradations ettablifhed amongft that divifion of fociety with which 
they have no habitual relation. All thofe, in fo great a number, 
devote in fome manner or other their labour or their induftry to 
the fervice of men of fortune, have no more intereft in receiving 
their falary from a private perfon than from one decorated with 
atitle or any other diftinétion. It is even probable that could 
their fecret and unweighed opinions be confulted, it would be 
found thatin the ftate in which fortune had placed them, and 
unable to alter the nature of their focial functions, far from being 
hurt by the fplendour of thofe for whom they labour» they are 
often pleafed at hearing that fplendour reflected upon them. 

Vor, XVI. 392. M It 
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It is only inthe private and focial relations of life, that the 
fmalleft diftinétions affeét the vanity of thofe who are {petators: 
But the commonalty feel no fuch fentiments, fince they come not 
out of their circle. They never defire to do it, and it would 
be injurious to their happinefs if they made any fuch preten- 
fions. 

What theris that part of-feeiety which is called on to enjoy 
the fuppreffion of all honorary denominations ? It is only that 
which by its fortune or education finds itfelf but little removed 
from thofe in poffeifion of the other kind of diftin&tion. This 
part of fociety would “be, perhaps, fatisfied for a momentif the 
little elevations: which yet wound its fight were abfolutely 
deftroyed. .But for fo fmalla relief which refts wholly on opi- 
nion, for a beneficence fo circumfcribed and indifferent in the 
eyes of a wife man, is it juft to deprive a numerous clafs of 
citizens of thofe honorary diftinétions, which form a part of 
their inheritance, and the lofs of which muft be much more painful 
to them than that of the pecuniary advantages they pofleffed? 
Is it not fufficient to have required from them all the facrifices 
which are for the good of the people ? Is it generous, or equitable, 
to require ftill more? And ought not the difficulties of the pre- 
fent time, which are on the whole very great, to engage as great 
a diminution as poffible of the fubjects of complaint or caufes of 
provocation ? 

The forbidding the mention of any title inthe National or 
Municipal Affemblies might take place without inconvenience, 
and evenon the juiteft motives ; equality is there neceflary even 
in appearance, fo important is it that the afcendant in thefe 
Affemblies - fhould be referved only to reafon, and to that confi- 
dence which patriotifm and virtue infpire. 

, It would be-right to forbid all honorary qualification on the 
regifter of the active citizens, in order toremind the French, 
fiom the beginning of their career, that being equal in the eyes of 
the law, they will be equally fupported in their endeavours for the 
fervice of their country, and that it is the title of citizen, of 
which, above all, they ought to make themfelves worthy. But 
afterwards to purfue diftinctions even into the interior of civil 
life, appears at the firft glance to bea ufelefs feverity : It would 
be impoffible to watch over the execution of fuch a law in the 
coirimerce of feciety, without an inquifition abfolutely contrary 
to’every principle of liberty: Men may be more eafily obliged 
to conform ‘to it in the tenor of particular aéts, fince public 
officers 
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officers charged with the compilation of thefe acts may be made 
furetiesfor the execution of thelaw. But can they have a right 
to prevent the contracting’ party after having declared his pa- 
tronimic name, from adding, that he is fon or defcendant of fuch 
anoble race, or of fuch aone who, at fucha period of time, was 
legally qualified ? yet by fo fimple an explanation, the diftinctions 
which are-withed tobe done away will be continually fupported : 
Befides, that the induftry of vanity may be trufted to for the ufe 
of all poffible evafions to maintain thofe remembrances which are 
flattering to it: The grandees of one of the neighbouring na- 
tions of France ufe thou and thee amongft themfelves, but never 
make ufe of the familiarity with others ; howthen canan obftacle 
toall diftinctions take place, when the forms intended to exprefs 
diftinction and refpeé&t may themfelves be made ufe of to manifeft 
the confcioufnefs of fuperiority, and that thus fo many different 
means fuffice in able hands to preferve the gradations which time 
and cuftom have eftablifhed? 
The beft manner of lowering the value of all the appendages 
of vanity, is not the profcribing them with earneftnefs; a much 
-better way is to confider them with calimnefs and indifference 5 
amuch better way is to beftow all our efteem on talents and on 
virtue, and on thofe actions performed for the public good. 
Nolaw can ever .deftroy the ancient opinions of a kingdom fo 
vaftas France ; thofe opinions are the work of time, and time 
only can deftroy them. Some preparation is neceflary for all 
great alterations: A noblenefs of fentiment, an ardour of gene- 
rofity, infpires the defire of bringing mankind back to the 


" fimplicity of the firft principles ; but mew manners: and new 


virtues would be perhaps neceflary to fucceed according to our 
defire in fuch an enterprize. 

Aconfideration of another nature fhould be brought forward ; 
it imports to thofe who liye on the diftribution of riches and Jabour 
from the pofleffors, that no ufelefs facrifices thould be exacted 
‘from.a numefous clafs of citizens ; for thefe facrifices may en- 
gage them to feck in other countries the enjoyment of thole ad- 


. Vantages which they hold by birthright, as men of large fortunes 


are feen to leave thf{e countries where the fumptuary laws hinder 
them from making ufe of the extent of their revenues. 


(To be concluded in cur next.) 


M 2 Anfwery 
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Anfwer, by F. Collins, of Uffisims - W. Upjobn’s Anagram, inferted 
: iprit 12. 


STARE, kid Sir, ’tis very true, 
By tranfpofition TEARS doth thew. 





Anfwer, by C. C, near Taunton, to F. Davis's Rebus, inferted 
April 19 


we favage war o’erfpreads the martial field, 
And oppolition doth her banners wield ; 
When noble heroes fink beneath the ground, 
And thund’ring cannon ftrike the death-like found ; 
When bloody carnage dyes the chofen green, 
And fhrieks and groans heighten the irkfome {cence ; 
‘Then mark the horrid din of fad defpair, 
And clafhing SWORDS that vibrate thro’ the air; 
4 See how the gafping warrior pant for breath, 
i And finks ctindel in the arms of death ! 
See how each pow’ rful hoft eager to gain 
‘The pleafing vict’ry of a well-fought plain ; 
That fame may fay when death hath clos’d their eyes, 
“ Within this tomb the conqu’ring hero lies.” ' 

*t* We have received the likeanfwer from W. Upjohn, of 
Shatton ; Emma; J.H. of Lyme; J. Whiteway, of Darting- 
ton; T. Daw, Morta, T. Giles, and a youth, of ‘I’otnes; Fide- 
lio, of Bath; and J. Collins, of Uffculme. 





A QUESTION, by Thomas Davis, of Mr. Whitcomle’s 
’ School, Plymouth, 


Have a cubical piece of Icad, and a cubical piece of iron, the 
A fum of whofe folidities is 14,167 inches ; and each fide of the 
iron exceeds each fide of the lead by three-tenths of an inch.--- 
Query, the weight and dimenfions of each? 





A QUERY, by Fobn Tayler, of Hayne. 


Freon whence arofe that abfurd cuftom of making people 
fools onthe ft of April, has it been of a long ftanding, and 
to what purpofe is it {till kept up ? 
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A REBUS, by Fidelio, of Bath. 


HAT’s often feen in Goadby’s pleafing page, 
To entertain the witty, learn’d, and fage ; 
The mount where Priam’s fons, with fparkling eyes, 
To lovely Venus gave the golden prize ; 
A Thracian monarch flain by night at Troy, 
When Grecian armies did that place annoy 5 
A fifty-headed monfter next declare, 
Who warr’d againft imperial Jupiter ; 
Her name who paffionately lov’d Silenus, 
And was into a fountain chang’d-by Venus ; 
A fon of Phoebus and Terpfichore, 
‘That frft invented lyric poetry ; 
What’s found of ufe when Sol forfakes the fky, 
And darknefs, folemn darknefs ! hovers nigh ; 
An entertainment much in England priz’d; 
The Grecian games by Hercules devis’d; 
And finally his name mutt be difplay’d 
Whofe death was by Apollo long delay’d. 
Now, bards, who in dark riddles take delight, 
Point out the initials, join the fame aright, t 
And you’ll my meaning furely bring to light. 


YOK ROO IORI OE 


tt The Editors will be much obliged to Mr. Upjohn for the Uje 
of the Velume he wrote about, which they requeft he will fend by the 
Conveyance he mentions, ; 

itil Jf F. Toulmin, of Barnftaple, will fend another Copy of Cot- 
ton’s Lines on Content, they fhall be inferted. 

*,* D’s Letter is written in fo embarraffed a Stile, and conveys 
9 little Information, that we are perfwaded our Readers would not be 
at all gratified by its infertion, 

§*) B's Narrative of an Election Adventure has neither Novelty 
nor Importance to recommend it. 

tt Our Correfpondents who fend Queftions, Enigmas, Charades, 
Rebujfes, or Anagrams, are requefted tofend with them their genuine 
Solutions, as otherwife they cannot be inferted. 

Wt] Our Correfpondents are requefted to obferve that it is ex~ 
pelted they fhould pay the Poftage of their Letters, and that otherwife 
they will not fee what they fend inferted, 


POETRY. 







































P;O E T R Y., 


Addrefs to the Nightingale, on firft hearing her-in, a Walk 


in the Night of April25, 1790. 


LAINTIVE charmer, art thou here; 

To glad another rifing year! 
Thy delightful itrains employ 
My ears with melancholy joy ; 
While all around a ftillnefs reigns, 
And Cynthia gilds the fields and plains 
With borrow’d rays and milder light. 
Thro’ the folemn hours of night 
Let me hail thy foft return, 
And wakeful join with thee to mourn, 
Tho’ farfeverer grief than thine, 
And far more lafting woe be mine. 
It declares the wintry blaft, 
And wild tempeftuous horrors, paft ; 


‘Snows deform the earth no more ; 


Its icy bondage now is o’er ; 

Genial funs, and kindly fhowers, 
Now bring. forth the tender flowers ; 
A balmy foftnefs fills the air, 


‘And nature all is green and fair ; 


Each rural fhade, and tuneful grove, 

Is mufick all, and pureft love ; 

Each feather’d warbler. ftrains its throat, 
Inferior to thy rapturous note ; 

Which with unrivall’d excellence 
Charms ev’ry heart, fooths ev’ry fenfe. 
On the low bank, the hedge betide, 
The vi'let rears its modeft pride ; 

With the fweet cowllip’s glories {pread, 
Shines in beauty ev’ry mead. 











Walk 
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Yet, thou firft of fongfters, fay, 

Why fotranfient is thy ftay, 

That fcarcely fhines the fummer’s fun, 
Ere thy harmonious courfe is run ? 
Thy tender brood juft brought to view, 
To our clime thou bidd’ft adieu : e 
To fhew how fhort is life, and vain; 
How {fimall its joy, how great its pain 5 
How mingled with fevere diftrefs 

Is its fhadowy happinefs ! 

Soon thy cares are lull’d to reft ! 

Soon in lafting flumbers bleft ! 

While the changing feafons roll, 

Grief weighs down my fadden’d foul. 
On the floods of anguith tott, 

All my youthful years are loft : 

My nerves unftrung, my juices drain’d, 
Spiritlefs, dejected, pain’d ; 

Thro’ the live-long day I groan, 

And oft at midnight make my moan, 
Here, while ruder ftorms of grief 
Yield a fhort, a faint relief, 

And ferener fadnefs fills 

My heart, amidft its numerous ills. 
Gladly would I life refign, 

Sooth’d with melody like thine ; 

My thort courfe of labour run, 
Toearth commit her weary fon : 

But it cannot, muft not be, 

Doom’d to longer mifery, 

Still to heave the figh of woe, 

Still the tear of grief muft flow. 
Wait then, O my foul, the hour, 
*Tillhigh Heaven’s all-ruling power, 
At whote fiat, funs and fkies, 

And lands and feas, were feen to rife, 
Whofe arm the univerfe fuftains, 
Whofe love throughout creation reigns, 
Shall bid thy every forrow ceafe, 

And {peak thee into endlef$ peace. 

As an hireling wait thy day, 

Patient, urge thy weary way, 
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*Till the evening fhades defcend, 

And life’s fad cares and burdens end. 
Firm endure the toil decreed; 

There, from every anguifh freed ; 
From prefent pain, from future dread, 
And number’d with the quiet dead, 
Th’ unfetter’d foul fhall take its flight 
To regions of unmixed delight. 


Somerfetfhire. 
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S in thofe nations where they yet adore 
Marble and cedar, and their aid implore, 

”Tis not the workman, nor the facred wood, 
But ’tis the worfhipper that makes the god : 
So, cruel fair, tho’ Heaven has given you all 
We mortals virtue, or can beauty call--- 
Tis men give thunder to your empty frowns, 
Darts to your eyes, and to themfelves the wounds ; 
Without our love, which vainly you deride, 
Vain were your beauty, and more vain your pride. 
All envied beings which the world can thow 
Still to fome meaner thing their being owe ; 
Subjects make kings, and we the num’rous train 
Of humble lovers, conftitute your reign ; 
This only difference beauty’s realm can boaft, 
Whom motft it favours it enflaves the moft ; 
And thofe to whom its moft indulgent found, 
Are always in the fureft fetters bound ; 
Valour’s a vice if not with honour join’d, 
And beauty’s a difeafe where ’tis unkind. 


PHOCION, 


Lambert's Cafile Hill, Fuly, 1790. 
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A phenomenon is old Ned Hide, 
Why is he more than all the world befide ? 
Yes--- whilit alive he ly’d with all his ftrength, 
And now he’s dead---behold ! he lies at length, 








i8i 





